
 

 

Hegel’s Conception of HISTORY 

 

Dialectical Idealism 

 
(Freedom) 

IDEA 1   IDEA 2   IDEA 3   IDEA 4 

 

 

State 1   State 2   State 3   State 4  

(Like molds or manifestations of the idea of freedom) 

  

Dialectics: Change via the interaction between (and unity of) opposites 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tension 



 

 

Dialectical & historical materialism: Karl’s Marx’s view of history and social change 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Primitive 

communism 

Feudalism Capitalism 
Communism 

Socialism Ancient Slave 

States 

Modes of Production 

Developing Forces of 

Production 
Each mode has its 

corresponding Relations 

of Production organized 

around ownership & 

control of the Means of 

Production 

The old society becomes pregnant with the new… 



 

 

 

A Rough Sketch of Feudal Social Organization – Production and Relations 
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Taxes 

Peasantry 
Peasantry 

Peasantry 

Peasantry 

Peasantry Peasantry Peasantry 

ALSO Skilled 

craftspeople, 

skilled workers, 

merchants, and 

religious authorities 


